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Oswald Offered 



The Washington Post 

Washington — In late September, 
1963, eight weeks before the assassina- 
tion of President J ohn F. Kennedy, 
Lee Harvey Oswald telephoned the So- 
viet embassy in Mexico City and tried 
to make a deal. In exchange for un- 
specified information, he wanted a free 
trip to Russia. 

The conversation was recorded, by 
the Central Intelligence Agency. But 
the complete transcript was not then 
turned over to the FBI, which has re- 
sponsibility for investigating possible 
spies, and it was not later turned over 
to the Warren Commission during its 
investigation of' the assassination. 

Instead, in October, 1963, the CIA 
gave the FBI a brief report saying Os- 
wald had made contact with the Sovi- 
ets. It gave the Warren Commission a 
transcript of part of the . taped conver- 
s a t i o n ,• but for unexplained reasons 
failed to include in it Oswald’s offer of 
information and his suggestion that the 
Russians would want to pay his way to 
the Soviet Union. 

In addition, the CIA, for unex- 
plained reasons, told the Warren Com- 
mission that it learned of most of Os- 
wald’s activities in Mexico City only 
ter the assassination. The fact is, 
however, that the CIA monitored' and 



tape-recorded his conversations with 
both the Soviet and Cuban embassies 
in Mexico City in the fall of 1963, be- 
fore Kennedy’s death. 

Asked if they could explain the agen- 
cy s actions, some CIA officers sta- 
tioned in Mexico City at the time said 
the CIA may have had a relationship 
with Oswald that it sought to conceal. 
The CIA has denied this. It had no 
comment on the suppression of the 
transcript. 

The significance of the CIA actions 
is difficult to assess. The FBI was al- 
ready showing intermittent interest in 
Oswald in the fall of 1963 and might or 
might not have intensified that interest 
if it had been told of Oswald’s conver- 
sations. 

Whether the new information would 
have affected the Warren Commis- 
sion’s .deliberations is also an open 
question. The commission concluded 
there was no evidence to show that Os- 
wald acted on behalf of a foreign pow- 
er. David W. Belin, who was an assist- 
ant counsel to the Warren Commission, 
said that if the Warren Commission 
had known of Oswald’s conversations 
and other recently revealed informa- 
tion, it would have been less sure that 
the assassination was not part of a for- 
eign conspiracy. - 



Communists a Deal 




who led the Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee’s probe of the assassination, said 
that investigation would have taken on 
an “entirely different direction and 
perspective” if the committee had been 
aware of Oswald’s conversations. 

It was the, CIA’s belief that the two 
embassies iii Mexico City were bases 
for spying on the United States. So, 
with the full cooperation of the Mexi- 
can government, CIA wiretaps were in- 
stalled on telephone lines going into 
both embassies. When Oswald showed 
up in Mexico City in late September 
and telephoned the Soviet embassy, his 
conversation was picked up, and a 
transcript was circulated in the CIA of- 
fices in the American Embassy in Mex- 
ico City. 

What that transcript contained is a 
matter of some dispute; the GIA says 
it routinely destroyed the tape before 
the assassination. But some people who 
saw the transcript or heard the tape be- 
fore the assassination recall that Os- 
wald was trying to make a deal. 

One of them is David A. Phillips, a 
former CIA officer, who now heads the 
Association of Retired Intelligence Of- 
ficers and is a leading defender of CIA 
activities. Phillips was stationed in 
Mexico City at the time. He recalled 
that Oswald told the Soviet embassy: 

Mye information , yam would; bn Ski 



terested in, and I know you can pay 
my way [to Russia].” 

The stenographer who typed up fie 
transcript and the translator who put- 
pared it had a similar recollection. “R* 
said he had some information to tell 
them,” the typist said in an interview 
in Mexico. “His main concern was get- 
ting to one of the two countries 
[Russia or Cuba] and he wanted 
them to pay for it. He said he had to 
meet them.” 

How interested the CIA was in Os- 
wald’s dealings with the two embassies 
is uncertain. The translator and typist 
who ‘"handled the trgnshrlpt of 'the inter- 
cepted talks recalled that the level of 
interest was high. But the CIA’s ac- 
tions lead to a different conclusion. 

The agency waited until Oct. 10, 
1963, to notify the FBI of Oswald’s ac- 
tivities, and its teletyped report made 
no mention of Oswald’s offer of infor- 
mation in exchange for a free trip to 
Russia or of his attempts to travel to 
Cuba and Russia. “On Oct. 1, 1963,” 
the teletype message said, “a reliable 
and sensitive source in Mexico report- 
ed that an American male, who identi- 
fied himself as Lee Oswald, contacted 
the Soviet embassy in Mexico City in-> 
quiring whether the embassy had re- 
ceived any news concerning a telegram 
to ,^^mg[om’’ vsq 




